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To His Excellency 


\ few PROPOSALS relatirg to 
Civil Government : 


Humb'y offer d by John Rogers, an un- 


of the Goſpel nom at Thomas Apoltles, 
London, | 


Right FJonour able, 


f Lmportance, as the great Deliverer of 


a the 
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he Lord General CROMIE LL. 


worthy Servant of Chriſt, and Preacher 


Hilit my Soul is beyling over 
into earne ſt Prayers to the great 
Jehovah, for Wiſdom, Coun- 
el, and Courage for Lou, in this exigency 


us People (through Go Grace) out of 


f 


(6) 


the Houſe of Egypt, I am viſited with 
that Word in Exod. 12. 42. It & 4 night 
to be much obſerved unto the Lid, Hr 
bringing them out of Fgypt; This & that 
Night of the Lord to be ublerved of all il; 
Chilaren of Iſrael in their Generat tons, S0 
this is the day (wiz: Apr. 20. 1653) to 
be mach obſerved, (or in Hebr, full of Ob. 
ſervations) and the rather, for that in the 
fevolution of Times, the Changes will run 
their round out, and then the Lord will 
come to Reign: For as at firſt 1/rael Had 
no Governor but God, and next to hin 
Generals, as Moſe:, Joſhua, &c. with 
their Officers, and after that Judges and 


Synedrions, or Parliaments, over them, 
and then Kings; fo now the Change 1” 


to go back again from Kyngs to Pariu- 


ments, from Parliaments to Generals, un- 


til we have Governors as at the beginning 
Iſa. 1. 26. and till Chriſt come. 

Bot. ny Lord, my Heart is full (with 
humble Thanaktfulacls and Reſentment 
of the hopes you have put us all unto, 


and to your Honour indeed) I am prel-* 


{cd 


80 
ſed in Spirit, and fo are many others, 
{after a ſolemn Meeting of Prayers with 
hundreds of this City, at Thomas Apoſtles, 
London, about this Change, and to ſeek 
God for You) to prefent you with theſe 
oliowing Propoſals. 


I, Propoſ. That your Excellency do 
hoſe the Mer that mult Govern his 
ommonwealth (being that it is the Jud g- 
ent of many ſaithful diſcerning Mini- 
g, and others, that you are called 
hereunto of God:) So Moſes did chooſe 
ie Men to be Rulers, in Exod. 18. 25, 
. And they judged the People at all Sea- 
04s, but the hurd C aufes they brought fo 
ies, So that Moſes gave them their 
harges to do 71ghteouſly, without reſpect 
(perſons, Deut, 1. 16, 17 And Joſhus 
e next General (with's Officers) com- 
aaded che people, Joſh. 3. 2. and the 
od (aid to Joſbaa, though in another 
ale, ch. 4. 2. Tate you twelve men out 
the people. one of a Tribe, &c. and ſays 
e Text, Ver. 14. that very day (that 


Teſhua 


11th 


tO, 
reſ- 
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(L) 
Joſbua did fo) the Lord magnified him iy 
the ſizht of all Iſrael, and they feared hin, 
as they feared Moſes before him. So it 5 
upon our hearts ( Eight Honourahle) that 
God will make you hereby, Right Ho. 
a0nrable indeed, in the ſight of all his 
Tjracl. Alter this Gideon (the General ci: 
that little Army of three Bands, that de-· 
ſtroyed the huge Hat of the Medianttes) 
was offered by the IJſraelites the Govern: 
mont, ſudg. 8. 22. for he had won it. 
And Nehemiab, chap. 7. 2. gave Com. 
miſſions out to Men fearing God, to govern, 
And fo all the Governors that ever wet 
Victorious (in the Word) were either 
Ralers theinſelves, or elſè choſen to be 
fach, or elſe choſe ſuch; wherefore we 
fay, as Era 7.25. And thou, after th 
wilaem of thy God that is in thine Hani 


mn 
ſel Mag iſirates and Judges which may judo \ 
all the People that are beyond the River, 5 
ſuch as know the Laws of thy God, ani 
teach thou them that know not. i 
| 1 


II. Prop 
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II. Propoſ. The ſecond Propoſal, as to 
umber of Perſons that ſhall Govern; I 
mbly propoſe either a Synedrin, Par- 
ment, or Councel of Seventy, or elſe 
! of Count): For that in the Common» 
neh of Iſrael (which is our beſt pattern) 
wy had three ſorts of Courts, the Dpper 
© Wert, or Synedrin, which conſiſted of 
5) Wvcity ab/e (fir) Men, joy ned with 
1. %, Numb. 11. 16, 17. And the Lord 
it. io Moſes, gat her before me (or in my 
n. me) /oventy (worthy) men of the El- 
N. of Iſrael, whom thou knoweſt, to be the 
erfWers and Officers over them; for I will 
here domn and talk with thee, and I will 
be 
4 
th 


{ put it upon them, and they ſhall bear 
buraez of the people with thee,&c. This 
nber anſwers to the /eventy which at 
went into Ezypr, Gen. 46. 27. Exod. 
Deut. 1c. 22. and to the ſeventy El- 
an which went up Mount Sinai, Exod. 
l. 9. Now in this fis ſt great Senate 
j lat in form of an half Circle — ; 
| 0 
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e of the Spirit which is upon thee, and I 


146) 
ſo that the Naſi or Abberh-Din, Chief 
Father of the Houſe, fat as the Spe44; 
in Parliament doth, to ſee all before hi 


| 
I 
j 


' . 70 
2. The ſecond ſort of Snedrin was cf 


led the Lower Court, &c. they were uf 
der a great Senate, and conlifted of thr: j 
and twenty Perſons, Who ſats in the (4 
Gates, as Amos 5. 5. which Chriſt in 
plies when he promiſes e Gates of H. 
(Counceis and Strength) hall not previ 
ag aint his Church. So Deut. 16. 18 


3. And the third Court conſiſted by 
ol three Judges, in ſmall Cities. Bus, 


2. Sccondly, or elſe chooſe one of 
County, 9 that County; 
one of a Tribe did repreſent the Tris, 
Nam. 1. 4. And with jou there ſoall he 
man of every Tribe; and Ver, 16. 161 
were the reaownea, i. e. famous for Abit! 
and Qualifications, call'd to be State mt | 
or to conſult about Matters of vt 
Num. 7. 2. and 16. 2, But if the pic' 

« Jun ut 


( 11 ) | 
ſuncture of Affairs requires a quicker 
Diſpatch, that in the interim twelve 
Worthies may be choſen as — Go- 
ver nors, Joſh. 4. 1. 2. Numb 14. Deut. 
16. 18. Ezra 5.15. like to Iſraels twelve 


Ju ges 0 


III. Prop?/. The Third Propoſal, As 
o their Qgaliſications, they muſt be Men 
4 1% God, Nch. 7. 2. Exod. 18.21. Lo- 
1 772) 00 Irath and Juſtice, Deut. 16. 18. 
ing Bribes and Covetouſneſs (which 
orrupt Juſtiee) Deut. 16. 19. Exod. 28. 
21. not reſpecters of Perſous, Deut. 1. 17. 
„End 16. 19. Wiſe (tho? not Politick) and 
nder ſtanding in the Times and Sea ſons, 


a ut. 1. 1 3. Searching God's Word, Dan. 
„. and 9. 2. As the Jews Cachiami, 
| 7 le- men or Magiſtrates, do at this day; 


hey muſt be able, adlive Men, Exod. 10. 
. Gen. 47. 6. 1 Chron, 25 6. in the 
lings of God, and at afl Seaſons ready to 
ear and help the oppreſſed, Exod. 18.19, 
2, The Greek is, «t every boar (who 
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612) 
in the Morning, till the daily Sacrifice in 
the Evening; ſo that they began an cad. 
ed with Sacrifices every day:) And they 
muſt be Eaſers of the People, as Num 11, 
17. Exod. 18. 22, Hence the Wor! 
Raters, Naft, is ſo named of lifting wp, 9. 
eaſing the Burthens of the People. And 
they muſt govern as the Servants of Je. 
ſus Chriſt, Ja. 60. 2, 10, 17. Rev. 21, 
24. But not as Lords over Chriſt, Rev. 4, 
10, 11. leaſt the Nobles be like Oreb, Judg. 
7.25. and Teò, and the Princes as L. 
bah, and Talmunna, that take the Houtes 
of God, i. e. Chriſt's Government and Ja. 
riſdiction over Churches and Conſciences, 
into their poſſeſſion, Pſ. 83. 11, 12. Such 
are, v. 13 ſet as a Mheel upon the ran 
till they have run themſelves to pieces ; and 
this was openly declar'd would be the 
Ruin of this Parliament, at Thomas Apo 
ſtles, Fehr. 18. (unleſs God prevented) 
a Day when We and the Navy were it- 
gaped together all day long. Laſtly, 
they muſt Govern all God, not too much 
for Man, 2 Chron. 19. 6, Tate heed whit 
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you do; for ye govern not for Man but for 
the Lord, ſaith Jehboſaphat. O that they 
miy be Moſes for meeteſs! and for their 
ot metino and conferrize with Ged on 
the Mount ! TJoſbua's toi Courage / and 
S@mvels tor Upriphtnels! and Davids for 
God's Favourites! and for fearing out 
the coming of Chriſt ! and Sclomons lor 
1, MViſdom, and werkers for God's latter 
4. ole! and Daniels tor diſcerning the 
g. Ways we live in! and Nehemiahs lor ace 
2 Wivity and ability, and builders up to the 
tes Noten Walls of Jeruſalem! and then ſhall 
Ja: Ney in their meaſure make good the pro- 
ces, e of Judges as at the firſt, Ia. 2 20 
zchMend then the Work of the Lord ſhall go 
un n in the Hands of Terabbabel, with 
andboutings of Grace, Grace, unto it. 


45% 1V. Propoſ. The Fourth Propoſal is, 
ed) ME hat thoſe who are Righteous and Spi- 
10-Mitcd for this Government of the Mor- 
ty, of the late Parliament, that arc with- 
ch Fur juſt exception, may be owned with 
bat on0ur, That the righteous ſuffer not with 

e wic ſed. V. Propoſ. 


(14 


V. Propoſ. The Fifth Propoſal is 
That the Rulers, after ther 5 
choſe, be ſet Solemnly and Pub 
lickly apart, by Prayers to Cod 
for their Work, and his W i 
dom; as they were wont tod 
in Hrael, as Numb 11. 16, 17 
Gather tbem before me, and I wil, 
take of the Spirit which is upon i het 
and put it upon them; and ſay 1 
the people, Sanctiſie your ſelves. Sofff 
Ezra 9. 23, 24. So we faſled and 
beſought our God for this, and | 
was intreated of us; and then I. 
ſeparated twelve of the chief, ſay 
he. And tho' in the Common 
wealth of Iſrael they were wong 
when they fer them apart for G6 

vernor il 


C093. 
ernors, to pour out a Horn of 
Ov], or elſc to lay on Hands on 
ach, theſe Ceremonies are now 
bol:ſh'd, and yet the ſignifica- 
on of them remains, 272 that 
Irre be forne Evidence or other 
Fiat the Lord hath laid his Hand 
n them, and hath poured out 
Horn of Oy l upon their Heads, 
io their very Hearts; I mean 
Diction from on high, the 
ly Spirit, enduing them with 
Kuped Giits and Abilities, ſe- 
rating an ſetting them apart 
en r che Work of this Govern- 
ſayhent, by ſuch a Mcaſure of his 
on! of Grace as ſuirs with the | 
ons: wherein we live, ie abun- ö 
Coy more then in former 
rare. Theſe 
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Theſe Five Propoſals (Right I. 


Honourable ) put in practilz, 
with God's bleſſing, ſhall ſerve a 
Five Fingers for the Work, aid 
will ſhow, that the hand of the 
Lord is with us; wheretore con. 
ſult with the Saints, Deut. 1. 13 
and ſend to all the diſcernin; 
Spirited Men for their Fro 
poſals. 


And I beſcech your Excellent 
to accept theſe few at firſt, fro 
a faithful Commonwealths- Man 
one that longs for the day 
the Lord Chrut, and that ws 
Government may be a jore-runnd F 
thereot, and a Preparative thur@n 

unt 


cn 
nto; theſe Propoſals are pre- 
gůt nted, with the full Sails and 
Lil ales, I hope, of the Spirit. 
- 5} Sceing thouſands of - glazed 
1 dÞycs are upon you, with hungry 
15,ongings for ſuch a Govern- 
On. ent as may pe moſt intent tO 
3 Pake way in theſe three Nations 
11 lor that day of Chriſt's Reign 
on Righteouſneſs; That our 
Mountains may drop down with 
ew Wine, and our Hills with Milk, 
Joh. 3. pin 
And great be the day of 
jezreef by this Government, is 
me Sol- Hrugling, and Faith- 
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ating, unfained and reſolved 
un Prayers of one who deſires 


erg nothing of your Excellency for 
ING | - 


him- 


2 
himſelf 71 to be one of th 
meaneff 
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4 27 15 Servants for C briſt, 


and this Commonwealth, 
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4 
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Te JO. ROGERS, 


Bow » my Stud) Tho. Apoſtles 25. 4a il 1 | 
.*the ſecond Month Ziu, 1653. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


1 


O obviate all Pretences of 
Impoſition, as if the print- 
ed Paper referrd to is only Fi- 
itious, and adapted to a ſiniſter 
8 urpoſe, the original Print re- 
„Hains in the Hands ef the Prin- 
er hereof, to be inſpected by 

he curious; and to ſatisfie * 
Vorld that the late Promoters of 
e Dꝛolecution of a certain 


2 


53: 


ergyman, as they are the moſt 
rward, fo they are the worſt 
ate-T Indore, and the vileſt Per- 
Writers of the Sacred Text that 
er took upon them to Ex- 


_ und that only infalliable Rule 
T. Faich. 
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